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Sirojuddin Arif is a researcher at the SMERU
Research Institute (www.smeru.or.id). He has
conducted numerous research and evaluation
studies on issues related to poverty, social
protection, development, and gender. His paper,
‘Poverty Reduction in the Post-New Order
Indonesia’ was presented in 2009 at the
Graduate School of Public Administration, Seoul
National University (GSPA) and UN Research
Institute for Social Development (UNRISD)
International Conference on Global and
National Strategy for Poverty Reduction.
Rina Bhattacharya is a research Fellow at the
Institute of Social Studies Trust, New Delhi. She
joined the Institute of Social Studies Trust
(ISST) in 1987. Before joining ISST she worked
at the National Council for Educational
Research and Training, and the Jawaharlal
Nehru University. Her research interests are
poverty, gender and development issues. She has
a PhD in Psychology from Delhi University.
Sarah Cook is the Director of the United Nations
Research Institute for Social Development. She
was formerly a Fellow at the Institute of
Development Studies (IDS), where she directed
(with Naila Kabeer) the research programme on
Social Protection in Asia and has worked in the
Ford Foundation’s Beijing office. Her research
focuses on China’s economic and social
transformation, and her recent work has
included research on social policy, labour
markets, informal employment and gender, as
well as work on China’s emergence as a
development actor.
Grace Fernandez is Programme Manager at the
Institute of Social Studies Trust (ISST)
Bangalore. She has a Masters degree in Rural
Development from Indira Gandhi National Open
University. Her areas of interest are gender,
development, health and social work. She has
been at ISST since 1989 and is associated with
the Society of St Vincent de Paul, a charity
organisation, since 1994 as a member, and as
President for the past four years.
Haris Gazdar is a senior researcher at the
Collective for Social Science Research. He is the
team leader on the Social Protection in Asia
project ‘Residential Security as Social Protection
in Pakistan’. He has contributed widely to social
science research and social and economic policy
debates in Pakistan and elsewhere.
Xiaojiang Hu is a professor at the School of Social
Development and Public Policy (SSDPP). Her
main research interests include migration
studies and medical sociology. Her recent
research projects cover migrant social networks,
health policy, risk analysis, poverty reduction,
and social protection.
Karishma Huda is a senior research associate at
BRAC Development Institute in London. She has
worked extensively on the Consultative Group to
Assist the Poorest (CGAP)/Ford Foundation
global graduation programmes in Bangladesh,
Haiti, Pakistan, India, Yemen and Ethiopia. She
is currently managing the Secretariat for the
global graduation programmes, and is
responsible for research, monitoring, and
evaluation across nine pilots. Karishma’s
research interests include extreme poverty,
social capital, gender and agency, microfinance
plus and social performance, with several
academic publications on these topics.
Widjajanti Isdijoso is the Deputy Director of the
SMERU Research Institute (www.smeru.or.id).
An economist by training, she has extensive
experience in research, especially in combined
qualitative–quantitative methods on poverty,
decentralisation, poverty reduction policy and
crisis impacts. Her works have been published in
numerous papers, including ‘Indonesia’s
Transition to Decentralized Governance’, in
J.G. Holtzappel Coen and Martin Ramstedt
(eds), Decentralization and Regional Autonomy in
Indonesia, Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies (ISEAS) (2009).
Naila Kabeer is Director of the Social Protection
in Asia research programme. She is a social
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economist specialising in gender, poverty, and
social policy issues. Her main areas of research
have been in South and South-east Asia. She has
also been active in developing frameworks and
methodologies for integrating gender concerns
into policy and planning and has substantial
experience of training and advisory work with
governments, bilateral and multilateral agencies
and NGOs. Her most recent publications are
Mainstreaming Gender and Social Protection for the
Informal Economy (Commonwealth Secretariat
2007) and Global Perspectives on Gender Equality:
Reversing the Gaze (Routledge 2007).
Liyue Lin is a PhD student at the Institute of
Geography/School of Geography, Fujian Normal
University in China, currently working on the
mobility patterns and social protection of
rural–urban migrants in China. She has a BSc in
Geography and MSc in Human Geography, from
Fujian Normal University. She has published
several papers in leading demographic journals
in China, as well as in an international journal
and at an international conference.
Qibin Lu is a post-doctoral fellow at the School of
Social Development and Public Policy (SSDPP).
He holds a PhD from the School of Economics
and Management, Tsinghua University. His main
research areas include public policy, emergency
management, social conditions and public
opinion, and social enterprise. After the
Wenchuan earthquake he participated in a
number of research projects in Sichuan province,
China, such as social protection, local
governance, community social capital and
community service.
Darshini Mahadevia is a Professor at the Faculty
of Planning and Public Policy, CEPT University
(Centre for Environmental Planning and
Technology), Ahmedabad. She is member-
secretary of the Centre for Urban Equity at
CEPT University and has been researching on
urban land, housing and finance in India and
occasionally, in China. She has published on
these subjects as well as on human development.
Hussain Bux Mallah is a research officer at the
Collective for Social Science Research. He works
on inequality, social marginalisation, poverty,
migration, land rights and urban issues in
Pakistan, and has particular expertise and
experience in carrying out qualitative research
on these and related issues across diverse
communities in the country.
Xiaomei Pei is currently a professor at the
Department of Sociology, Tsinghua University.
She received a doctoral degree at the University
of North Texas in 1996 and post-doctoral fellow
training at the Duke University Medical School
between 1996 and 1998, in the USA. She has
been teaching and researching in the areas of
social gerontology, medical sociology and social
policy since 1999. Her recent publications have
been concentrated on the issues of gender
inequality and the social organisation of old age
support in China. She also serves as the
Executive Director of the Gerontology Center at
Tsinghua University.
D. Narasimha Reddy is currently Visiting
Professor at the Institute for Human
Development, New Delhi. He was Professor of
Economics and Dean, School of Social Sciences,
University of Hyderabad, now retired. His
specialisation includes policy studies and
political economy of development and labour
economics. Most recently, he was a member of
the Farmers’ Welfare Commission set up by the
Andhra Pradesh Government to look into the
issue of the agriculture crisis and farmers’
suicides.
Meuthia Rosfadhila is a researcher at the
SMERU Research Institute (www.smeru.or.id).
She has conducted various research and public
policy studies on socioeconomic issues, especially
poverty and social protection in Indonesia. Her
recent research paper, ‘A Rapid Appraisal of the
Implementation of the 2008 Direct Cash
Transfer Program and Beneficiary Assessment of
the 2005 Direct Cash Transfer Program in
Indonesia’, was presented at a national workshop
in Jakarta in 2009.
Scott Rozelle is the Helen Farnsworth Senior
Fellow in the Food Security and the Environment
Program of Stanford University’s Freeman Spogli
Institute for International Studies. Rozelle’s
research focuses almost exclusively on China and
is concerned with three general themes:
(a) agricultural policy, including the supply,
demand and trade in agricultural commodities,
(b) the rural environment, and (c) issues of
poverty alleviation with a focus on rural
education. He is the chair of the Board of
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Academic Advisors of the Center for Chinese
Agricultural Policy.
Miguel A. Salazar is Associate Professor at the
School of Social Development and Public Policy
(SSDPP). His work concentrates on the migration
of professionals around the world, in particular
the issues of transnational networks and identity
changes. His interests include sociology of
identity, sociology of culture, migration,
knowledge transfers, network analysis, social
psychology, cognitive science and linguistics.
Alakh N. Sharma is currently Professor and
Director of the Institute for Human
Development, New Delhi. He has made
significant contributions to research in areas
such as poverty, migration, employment and
labour markets. He has authored/edited/co-
edited 12 books and published over three dozen
research papers in various journals on these
issues. He is also editor of the Indian Journal of
Labour Economics (quarterly Journal of the Indian
Society of Labour Economics) and co-editor of the
Indian Journal of Human Development (a bi-annual
journal of the Institute for Human
Development).
Ratna M. Sudarshan is currently Director,
Institute of Social Studies Trust, New Delhi, a
non-profit organisation engaged in policy
relevant research and action programmes with
special focus on women’s work and wellbeing
concerns. ISST has Special Consultative Status
with the United Nations. Prior to joining ISST,
she was Principal Economist at the National
Council of Applied Economic Research, New
Delhi. She has jointly edited four books and
published several papers, mainly on aspects of
women’s work, social protection, and education.
She has an MA in Economics from the Delhi
School of Economics, and an MSc in Economics
from the University of Cambridge.
Muhammad Syukri is a researcher at the SMERU
Research Institute (www.smeru.or.id). He has a
Masters degree in Sociology from Gadjah Mada
University, Indonesia. His research interests
include social protection, poverty-environmental
nexus, cultural capital, gender mainstreaming
issues and social research methods. His latest
paper, ‘Bisnis Priyayi: A Case Study of Keraton
Cigarette Industry’, appeared in the Jurnal Antar
Budaya, No. 1, 2010, PSAP UGM.
Youcai Tang is currently a PhD candidate at the
Department of Sociology at Tsinghua University.
His research has been concentrated on social
organisation and social development. He has
been examining the changes in the relationship
between the state and rural society in modern
China for his doctoral dissertation. He has
published on social protection and migration.
Rukmini Tankha is currently working as a
research associate at the Institute for Human
Development, New Delhi. She has a Masters
degree in Development Studies from the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India. Her
research interests include globalisation and
labour, the informal economy, gender and social
protection.
C. Upendranadh is currently Senior Fellow at the
Institute for Human Development, New Delhi
and is the Regional Coordinator for the Social
Protection in Asia programme, managed jointly
by IHD, New Delhi and IDS. He has over 15
years of experience in the development sector in
various fields with specific focus on policy
research and advocacy, technical support and
management functions in thematic areas of
social protection and livelihoods, microfinance
and education.
Hongmei Yi is a post-doctoral research Fellow at
the Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS). She has a PhD in Agricultural
Economics from CAS (2009). Her research
interests mainly focus on human capital
investment, social protection network and health
policy reform in rural China.
Linxiu Zhang is a professor and Deputy Director
at the Center for Chinese Agricultural Policy
(CCAP), Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS). She obtained a PhD from
Reading University. Her research focus is on
rural poverty, rural labour market development,
community governance, public investments and
the economics of rural education and healthcare.
Qiang Zhang is an associate professor at the
School of Social Development and Public Policy
(SSDPP). His research interests involve
government reform, policy process, crisis
management and social innovation. His recent
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work has been on evaluating the impact of the
Wenchuan earthquake.
Xiulan Zhang is a professor at the School of
Social Development and Public Policy (SSDPP).
Her main research fields are social policy, social
welfare and healthcare. Her recent research
projects focus on the impact of the financial
crisis on migrant workers, poverty reduction,
major illness insurance for children and costs of
smoking.
Yu Zhu is Professor, Institute of
Geography/School of Geography, and Director,
Center for Population and Development
Research, Fujian Normal University in China.
He is also Chair of Asia and Pacific Migration
Research Network, Member of the International
Advisory Board of UN Habitat’s State of World
Cities Report 2010/2011, Council Member of the
China Population Association, Member of the
CPA’s Committee on Migration and
Urbanization, and Deputy Director of the
Committee on Population Geography, the
Geographical Society of China. He has a PhD
from the Demography Program from the
Australian National University, and his research
interests straddle the two disciplines of
demography and human geography, focusing on
issues relating to migration and urbanisation.
